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SECOND AMENDED STANDING ORDER ON PROCEEDINGS DURING AND.
FOLLOWING STATEWIDE JUDICIAL EMERGENCY

Pursuant to Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold Melton’s Order Declaring a Statewide
Judicial Emergency, the Magistrate Court suspended all hearings, mediations, and services
on all civil and non-essential case types as of March 14, 2020. Subsequent extensions of the
Statewide Order authorized Courts to conduct virtual and in-person hearings following Public
Health and CDC Guidelines. On March 14, 2020 when the Court suspended all hearings,
2,535 cases were scheduled to be heard. As of September 11, 2020, the Judicial Emergency
continues and parties have filed 13,480 cases. The Magistrate Court of Fulton County will
process cases in the order filed, absent extraordinary circumstances.

In consideration of public health and safety, the Court finds it is in the best interest of
the parties, the general public and the orderly conduct of its business to POSTPONE all in-
person hearings until November 2, 2020, at the earliest, when technology will allow the Court
to operate in a hybrid remote/in-person manner. Magistrate Court acknowledges that it is in
the unique position of serving a large number of self-represented litigants, some who may
have financial or logistical challenges that may present a barrier to remote court
appearances. Technical support from the County will provide an even playing field for all
litigants and assist the Court in reducing its backlog. Therefore, the Court establishes this
Standing Order to advise all court users of the manner and method of hearing scheduling by
the Magistrate Court of Fulton County during the Judicial Emergency.

Electronic Warrant Interface, First Appearance Hearings, and all hearings and trials
before the Magistrate Court of Fulton County will be conducted by video conferencing,
utilizing the Zoom platform UNTIL such time as the Court deems in-person hearings
appropriate and supported by technology. All Zoom hearings require the consent of both
parties.

The Court previously scheduled hearings and trials in matters ripe for adjudication
before the Statewide Judicial Emergency and those filed until July 2020. With this Order, the
Court seeks to schedule all remaining cases. Scheduling for those calendars requires an
affirmative response by each party by the date indicated below, as detailed in the ALL
CALENDAR NOTICE attached. Virtual calendars will begin as soon as cases become ready
and continue through December 31, 2020. This will be a rolling calendar. The following
priorities shall apply, recognizing constitutional and statutory guidance:



















